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the margin, went out for his afternoon nap, and then forgot
all about it.

But the persistent rumours about all these new islands seem
to have inspired Mcndana de Neyra to try his luck once more,
and so in 1595 a second expedition left Peru for the great un-
known. This time the expedition did not even get as far as the
Solomons. It was forced to stop at the Marquesas, where
de Neyra died. His widow thereupon guided the ships to the
Philippines, and made no further personal attempts to solve the
Southland problem. She delegated this task to one Pedro
Fernandez de Quieroz, a Portuguese who after he had taken
service with the Spaniards had changed his name to Quiros.
Why Senhor Quieroz had decided to become Senor Quiros we
do not know, but from his later record we feel inclined to say
that Portugal had not lost very much when he went over to the
enemy, for he proved himself to be a most unreliable citizen.
Perhaps he was not really a " liar," as many of his contem-
poraries called him. Perhaps he was only endowed with too
much imagination, a failing of a great many other members of
his craft. But whatever his accomplishments as a navigator, he
did stumble upon several new pieces of land, and as a result he
has his own little page in all handbooks of geography.

Quiros began his independent career by writing several high-
falutin* letters to the Pope and to the King of Spain. In these
he proposed to go forth on a new expedition that would make
everything Columbus, Vasco da Gama, and Magellan had done
look like the work of so many amateurs. The Pope was not
interested, but the Spanish Crown, as always desperately in need
of funds, decided to give him a chance.

On December 21 of the year 1605 Quir6s left Callao as pilot
of an expedition of three ships under actual command of Luis
de Torres,

In the year 1606 Pilot de Quiros guided his squadron
to what are now called the New Hebrides. If you will look at
tbe map you will see that one of these islands is still known as